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equally rich for you, our alumni. We look forward to hearing 
from you and will be glad to post  it on our new website (up 
and running later this summer) and in this newsletter.   
Send your  updates  to: 
historynews@pacific.edu 
Best Wishes 
Caroline Cox 
Jennifer Helgren and Tomomi Kinukawa 
Dear Friends, 
Another school year is com-
ing to an end and it has been 
one of many changes for the 
history department. Profes-
sor Bill Brennan retired in 
spring 2006 and we miss 
him as a teacher and col-
league. Professor Edie 
Sparks has also left the de-
partment to become a uni-
versity administrator and is 
now the Senior Associate 
Dean in the College and we 
all benefit from her organ-
izational skills. Conse-
quently, we have new fac-
ulty to welcome and we are 
delighted to be joined by 
Tomomi Kinukawa, 
(University of Wisconsin 
Ph.D.) who is a specialist in 
the history of science and 
technology, a new field for 
us. We are also pleased to 
welcome Jennifer Helgren 
(Claremont Graduate 
School Ph.D.) who is a vis-
iting professor teaching 
U.S. and women’s history. 
 Our majors continue to be 
a dynamic bunch. They have 
organized a club, the Pacific 
Historical Society which has 
met regularly to organize 
pizza parties, quiz events 
and a variety of other events 
and have produced their 
own journal. With their 
enthusiasm, the department 
organized a chapter of Phi 
Alpha Theta, the history 
honor society, and we had 
the pleasure in initiating a 
number of students as char-
ter members this year. 
We hope that life has been 
LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
MEET PROFESSOR TOMOMI KINUKAWA 
It was my great pleasure 
that I joined the history 
department last fall.  I spe-
cialize in the history of sci-
ence, world history, and 
gender studies.  When I was 
an undergraduate student of 
science at the University of 
Tokyo, I became interested 
in the social and cultural 
history of science.  Over the 
years, my interest in history 
took me to Madison, Wis-
consin (where I obtained 
my Ph.D. and learned how 
to skate on frozen lakes), 
Leiden, London, Nurnberg, 
Philadelphia, and Stockton.  
This spring I enjoyed start-
ing a new course on histori-
cal methods “Historical 
Imagination” with a group 
of engaged and talented 
history majors. This sum-
mer I am making a trip to 
Tokyo, conducting research 
for my new project on citi-
zenship and health among 
Korean residents in Japan.   
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A new chapter of Phi Alpha 
Theta, the national honor 
society for History was estab-
lished on May 4, 2007.  Our 
chapter  joins a national or-
ganization of 839 chapters and 
275,000 members.  It pub-
lishes a peer-reviewed schol-
arly journal and convenes 35 
regional meetings each year.  
Additionally, it awards 25 
scholarships and prizes.  
Northern California members 
of Phi Alpha Theta include 
Santa Clara University, UC 
Davis, UC Berkeley, Mills 
College, Sacramento State,  Stanislaus State , San Jose 
 
Professor Ken Albala’s book The Banquet: Dining at the Great Courts of Late Renaissance Europe   was published in 2006 by Univer-
sity of Illinois  Press. 
Assistant  Professor  Greg Rohlf’s article, “Women as State-Builders in Qinghai: Evidence from the 2000 Census was published 
in the June 2007 issue of The China Quarterly.  Rohlf will be promoted to Associate rank in Fall 2007. 
With the 2006-2007 academic year, Associate Professor Edie Sparks became the Senior Associate Dean for the College of the 
Pacific.  Her book Capital Intentions: Female Proprietors in San Francisco, 1850-1920 was  published in 2006 by University of North 
Carolina Press.   
Visiting Assistant Professor Jennifer Helgren presented a paper, “National Youth Culture and Identity in the Camp Fire Girls, 
1910-1940,” at the annual conference of the American Historical Association in Atlanta in January 2007. 
Associate Professor Gesine Gerhard received the 2007 Eberhardt Teacher / Scholar Award for  exemplary teaching and schol-
arship.  She is currently working on a biography of Nazi Minister Herbert Backe.  Dr. Gerhard will be on sabbatical in Fall 
2007. 
PHI ALPHA THETA CHAPTER ESTABLISHED 
FACULTY NEWS 
FULBRIGHT DOWN UNDER FOR BILL SWAGERTY 
he could.  Swagerty is com-
pleting a semester of develop-
ment leave on the project, 
"John Muir and Native Peo-
ples." 
 
 
Bill Swagerty at  
Lake Tekapo, New 
Zealand  in March 
2007.  
W. Swagerty, Professor of 
History and Director of John 
Muir Center, returned on 
May 1 from six weeks in New 
Zealand and Australia where 
he lectured at several univer-
sities as a Fulbright Senior 
Specialist for the United 
States Department of State.  
Swagerty planned his trip 
around John Muir's 1903-04 
World Tour itinerary and 
followed Muir's trail as best 
“[I JUST ATE ]
CROCODILE  
AND  
KANGAROO ON 
THE SAME PLATE” 
 
—BILL 
SWAGERTY 
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The 2008 
Phi Alpha Theta  
regional conference 
will be at  
Chico State. 
 In Spring 2007, John Hurley 
and Callyan Y interned at the  
Haggin Museum in Stockton.  
Their tasks spanned the  
range of skills essential to the 
mission of the Haggin, an art 
and history museum with 
superb California and local 
history collections.   “The 
History Department intern-
ship program has been a tre-
mendous help to the Hag-
gin,” remarked curator of 
special Collections, Kim-
berly Bowden.  “The pro-
jects tackled and conquered 
this semester were hands-on, 
nitty-gritty, and required 
great dedication. I am amazed 
at the level of diligence, hard 
work, and historical know-
how demonstrated by Pacific 
students.” 
Interns, members of the com-
munity and current faculty 
particularly enjoyed the 
“Legends of the Haggin Tem-
ple” event that the interns 
helped plan and run on April 
20.  Inspired by the 1990s 
the American Studies depart-
ment at California State Uni-
versity, Fullerton.  In 2005, I 
moved to northern California 
and with great excitement 
accepted an appointment as 
Visiting Assistant Professor of 
History at Pacific.  My re-
search interests include 
Women’s History, 20th-
Century U.S. History, and 
the History of Childhood and 
Hello— 
I joined the History depart-
ment in Fall 2006.  I spent 
most of my life in southern 
California, graduating from 
UCLA with a B.A. in history 
in 1994, and earning my 
Ph.D. in U.S. History from 
Claremont Graduate Univer-
sity in 2005.  While complet-
ing my doctorate, I taught in 
Youth.  Currently, I am 
revising my dissertation, 
“Inventing American Girl-
hood: Gender and Citizen-
ship in the 20th-Century 
Camp Fire Girls,” for publi-
cation and editing a collec-
tion of essays on the history 
of girlhood in an interna-
tional context.   
 
PACIFIC STUDENTS INTERN AT HAGGIN MUSEUM 
MEET PROFESSOR JENNIFER HELGREN 
STUDENT AND ALUMNI NOTES 
in the United Kingdom.   
Melissa (Cyphers) Stewart  
(‘03) is completing her M.A. 
in history at the University of 
Denver.  She is currently 
working as an  instructor in 
the Nevada Job Corps. 
John Hurley (‘07) presented 
his paper  “Sauntering 
Amongst Other Worlds;  A 
Comprehensive Analysis of 
John Muir’s World Tour, 
1903-1904” at Dominican 
University on April 12.  John 
continues to serve as co-
editor with Muir Center di-
rector, W. R. Swagerty, 
making available through the 
Center's Newsletter, the 
manuscript version of "John 
Muir's World Tour, 1903-
1904," from original records 
in Pacific's Holt Atherton 
Special Collections. 
(continues on p. 4)  
Dan Guerra ( ‘07) was in-
ducted into the founding 
chapter  of Phi Beta Kappa at 
University of the Pacific.   
Dan was also named as out-
standing History major.   
Kathleen Bruce (‘07) was 
named to be College of the 
Pacific graduation speaker.  
George Yagi (‘03)  was 
awarded a Ph.D. in History 
from the University of Exeter 
SEND YOUR 
NEWS 
TO 
HISTORYNEWS@ 
PACIFIC.EDU 
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Support History at 
Pacific 
We invite you to become 
involved in the education  
of our current students.  
Underwriting opportuni-
ties exist for donors at all 
levels of support.  Your 
gifts help support field 
trips, the Phi Alpha Theta 
chapter, and our student 
club, the Pacific Historical 
Society .  Contact Chair 
Cox at ccox@pacific.edu 
State and now the University 
of the Pacific. 
Charter members of  Pacific’s 
chapter are, (top row, l to r): 
Patrick Burdick (’07) , Eric 
Holmes (’07), John Hurley 
(‘07), Hou-kang Lin (’07), 
William Reese (’07), Mark 
Weiner (’07), Donnie Swan-
son (’09), and Callyan Y (’07). 
(bottom row, l to r) Glenn Hill 
(’07), Johanna Bakmas (’09), 
Frankie Griffen (‘08), Paul 
Fraidenburgh (’08), and 
Marath Pich (’09 ).  (not pic-
tured) Amy Langford (’09). 
game show “Legends of 
the Hidden Temple,” the 
event highlighted the cul-
ture and history of the 
Pre-Columbian Americas 
in a traveling show from 
the Mississippi Museum of 
Art. 
For John Hurley, the ex-
perience provided 
“fantastic  exposure “ to 
career opportunities in 
museums and helped 
“narrow down ...post-
under graduate ambi-
tions.” 
City and Regional Planning at 
the University of Oregon in 
Eugene.  Read about  Daniel’s 
project  in Warm Springs, OR 
at http://rare.uoregon.edu 
Becky (Curry) Perry (’01) 
works  in marketing, commu-
nity relations, and educational 
outreach at The Record in Stock-
ton.   She will begin a Master’s 
degree in Communication at  
Pacific  in the Fall.   
Kristen (Hutmacher) Grieser 
(‘01) has returned to Alaska, 
where she is working for a con-
struction company as their 
Safety Coordinator.  She  and 
her husband have just welcomed 
their first child, Levi Joseph 
Grieser, born on April 12.    
Eric Stockman (‘02)  is Assistant 
Principal at August and Wilson 
Heather Mellon (‘06) was ac-
cepted into the M.A. in Mu-
seum Studies program at San 
Francisco State.  She will begin 
work there in the fall.  Heather 
is currently employed as a data 
entry specialist at the Haggin 
Museum, a  position she has 
held since her internship there 
in spring 2006.  
Mireya Sandoval (‘06)  will 
attend medical school at the 
Universidad  Autonoma de Gua-
dalajara in Jalisco, Mexico.   
Coursework begins in July. 
Alexandra Wagner (‘05) will 
begin doctoral work in History 
at  Brandeis University in Bos-
ton.  She was awarded a full 
scholarship. 
Daniel Berumen (‘05) is com-
pleting a Master’s degree in 
Elementary school in Stockton.   
Shane Hetzler (‘04) is in the 
second year of his Peace Corps 
posting in Senegal.  He has been 
working especially on forestry.   
Patrick Burdick (‘07)  received 
a $100 award from t he Stock-
ton Corral of Westerners for his 
paper, "Poor Fortune: Crime 
and Punishment During the 
California Gold Rush." It will 
also be appearing in a future 
issue of their magazine, "The 
Far Westerner." 
STUDENT AND ALUMNI NOTES 
John Hurley (‘07) at the 
National Conference for 
Undergraduate Research at 
Dominican University in 
Marin county. 
W E’ RE ON THE W EB!  
HTTP:// WEB. PACIF IC. EDU/  
OR 
WWW. PACIF IC. EDU/ COLLEGE/
HISTORY/ INDEX. HTM 
Department of History Department of History 
3601 Pacific Avenue 
Stockton, CA 95211 
(209) 946-2145 NEWSLETTER 
Got an idea for a story in the Fall 2007 Newsletter?  
Send it to Greg Rohlf at grohlf@pacific.edu 
